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cial Public Accounts Committee that financial administra-
tion in Bombay Presidency had fallen far short of a high
standard of efficiency and was ineffective, and that the
financial position of the province afforded ground for
grave anxiety. Criticism of this kind coining from such a
source would supply the needed stimulus and corrective
and probably render resort to extraordinary measures by
the Governor-General unnecessary. If repeated criticism
of financial administration by the Auditor-General re-
mained unheeded, public opinion would support any
exceptional measure which the Governor-General might
be forced to take to put the finances right.
Seventhly, in order that pressure of public opinion may
be brought to bear on weak spots in the financial adminis-
tration, it is essential that the proceedings and reports of
the Central Public Accounts Committee should be avail-
able to the public, which, it is understood, is not the case
at present. This is necessary, as the efficiency of the Public
Accounts Committee can only be derived from its con-
sciousness that it is supported in its inquiry into the public
accounts by the legislature and by public opinion.
Lastly, the composition and functions of the Public
Accounts Committee should be liberalized and brought
more into line with the composition and functions of the
English Committee. The Chairman should be a non-
official as in Great Britain. At present the Finance
Member of the Governor-General's Executive Council is
ex qfficio Chairman. Even in official circles, it is felt that
the dual position of the Finance Member, as a member of
the Executive Government, and as the Chairman of a
Committee criticizing the proceedings of the Government,
is far from satisfactory. The Committee should also be
empowered, as in Great Britain, to review all financial
transactions, whether they relate to revenue or expendi-

